
A ministerial proposal for a nomenclature of headings of license diplomas removes the mention 

“ethnology-anthropology”. The aim of this page of exchange and discussion is not only to 

defend this field of production of ideas and knowledge, but also to take advantage of this 

harmful project to promote public awareness of the program of this discipline to a much wider 

audience than the usual academic teaching space’s one. In the first place, the scheduled 

elimination of ethnology-anthropology would be an intellectual and scientific impoverishment: one 

only has to look through the great debates of the 20th century to measure the importance of our 

discipline in the construction of the modern values. The greatest ethnological and anthropological 

works were all linked to the great societal debates of their time, and they are still relevant.

In the first half of the 20th century, the issues of exchange and gift as questioned by Marcel 

Mauss (The Gift: forms and functions of exchange in archaic societies) did not only intend to 

produce academic knowledge but also stimulate the social reforms of modernity for a more fair and 

equitable redistribution of the produced wealth.  

After the tragedy of the Second World War, the work of Claude Lévi-Strauss was the driving 

force for the foundation of a new humanism, after the disaster of the exclusively biological 

design of the Man who legitimated the racialist attempts for hierarchization of human 

groups, leading to the extermination of some of them. The cultural conception of the 

Man allowed a new momentum, universalist and egalitarian, from which comes the formulation 

which remains the identity and politics of our discipline "unity of man, diversity of cultures," 

that Claude Lévi-Strauss developed in a text entitled “Race and history” to the broad public of the 

UNESCO.

The period of the decolonisation saw the emergence of the figure and the work of Georges 

Balandier, many still view as one of the founders of modern anthropology, so strong was his 

call against any anachronistic or exotic drift for the comprehension of  non Western societies,  

African in the first place. Whether in an era marked by the decolonization, or today, while 

new antagonisms of domination and resistances grow, the need for thinking all the existing human 

societies as contemporary from/to each other is an unsurpassable anthropological truth. 

In a period of reorganization of the world and redefinition of a thought on human potential, in new 

 modernity, characterized by unprecedented globalization  (in the sense it is coextensive to all the  

territories of the planet), ethnology-anthropology remains an essential resource to 

produce knowledge on the Man, we absolutely need . The desire to eliminate 

this jewel of modern knowledge can be explained only by the political distrust towards any 

space where can be developed a free thought and a universal conception of equality of individuals 

and human groups.

Ethnology-Anthropology offers students a wide range of formations and specialties, but it also  



promotes the development of adult and informed citizens. Moreover, maintaining the 

words “ethnology-anthropology” in the nomenclature of the headings of license diplomas is not 

enough. An awareness of ethnological and anthropological knowledge should begin in primary 

school and its teaching should gradually grow in college and high school. It is urgent to engage 

via this page a constructive action against the scheduled elimination of our discipline: 

1°) By demonstrating by a massive petition our firm refusal of the suppression of the mention 

Ethnology-Anthropology from the nomenclature of license diplomas; 

2°) By informing the Ministry about the reality in Ethnology-Anthropology teaching and 

the diversity of local situations. 
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